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A glorious win – but can Town
help me solve a ticket problem?

W
hat a superb win 
at Brighton and 
one that I trust 
has seen many 
of  their fans eat 
humble pie since 

5pm on Saturday.  
I was looking around one of  their 

website forums on Friday and the 
majority of  comments about us were 
not very kind and many predicted a 
stuffing.  

Even their more cautious fans 
were saying that it may not be a 
stroll in the park that some of  their 
fans were predicting but neverthe-
less, they would still win.

Even their manager Oscar Garcia 
was not very complimentary in 
defeat. When will these people real-
ise that what comes around goes 
around in football?  

You can point to the majority of  
our defeats this season and ask did 
the opposition really deserve to win?  

Perhaps not on most occasions, 
but they obviously did enough to 
win – just as Town did on Saturday 
by keeping goals out at one end, and 
scoring two at the other end.  

A week ago, the boot was on the 
other foot as Wigan did exactly the 
same to us.  

Meanwhile, the announcement 
last week of  the 2014/15 season 
ticket prices seems to have been met 
generally quite happily by current 
season ticket holders.  

I’m content enough with the 
increase in my own particular seat 
which is an extra 39p per game.  

However, what I am not particu-
larly happy about – and I know it’s 
not just this season – is the lack of  a 
£10 season ticket for Under 11’s 
anywhere within the Sir Bobby 
Robson stand. 

Let me explain why.
I currently have a seven-year-old 

daughter who is constantly chirping 
away at me to come to football with 
me. I keep batting her off  with a 
somewhat lame excuse that she is 
too young.  

But that said she is now older 
than I was when I attended my first-
ever game at Portman Road. Truth 
is, I’ve always been a North Stander 
and would always like to be.  

Now say what you like about us 
football fanatics, but we are crea-
tures of  comfort, we know where 
our place is within the ground and 
having been there for so long, we are 
institutionalised.  

It doesn’t matter where you sit, if  
you’ve done it for as long as I have, 
you’ll know what I mean. 

I feel penalised for wanting to 
bring a child into what I’ve always 
classed as my second home because 
I don’t sit in ‘the right place’.

So the bottom line is I do not want 
to take myself  out of  the SBR stand. 

Yet I would like to take my daugh-
ter to some games.  But I can’t have 
it both ways, right? Now I fully 
understand why the club does not 
allow Under 12’s in the lower SBR.  

What I think is wrong is that there 
is a choice of  taking up an Under 11 
season ticket in the Sir Alf  Ramsey, 
Cobbold and East of  England 
Co-Operative stands, so why can’t 
there be a choice in SBR Upper too?

Can the club afford to be that 
fussy these days? 

I cannot be the only one who 
wants to bring the fan of  tomorrow 
with me but feel forced to move else-
where in the ground can I?  

There are so many fantastic prices 
in place that I applaud the club for, 
but this sees them fall just one short 
of  a full-house of  compliments.  

If  I was to buy an adult ticket and 
an Under 20 ticket in SBR Upper 
now, it would cost me £708 yet in the 
aforementioned other areas of  the 
ground, it would cost me as little as 
£409 for the two of  us.  

I’m afraid that I cannot justify a 
£300 difference to my wallet.  

So with a decision to make, they 
can try and tempt me out of  the 
North Stand with their offers else-
where in the ground, but they’ll 
never take the North Stand out of  
me. 
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Aside from Saturday’s win, I have 
always retained a soft spot for 
Brighton since they were the opposi-
tion on the day of  one of  my finest 
moments as an Ipswich fan.  

That day was, of  course, Saturday 
2 May 1992, when Town were 
presented with the Second Division 
Championship trophy, in front of  a 
near on sell-out crowd of  26803.  

It was also the last ever game that 
we stood in the ground. It is often 
said that we relegated Brighton that 
day too.  

But the truth is they would have 
been relegated even if  they had won. 

They then spent several seasons 
fighting adversity to remain in the 
football league. I’m pleased that they 
are where they are today.

Back to that day, Steve Whitton 
put us in front with a 7th minute 
penalty and then Gavin Johnson 
scored our second. Just before the 
break former Town player Raphael 
Meade pulled one back for the 
visitors.  

Whitton added a third on 82 
minutes and of  all the games I ever 
stood in the old North Stand, this 
was one that obviously gave me the 
most pleasure.

I remember one moment of  
madness when everyone was trying 
to get over the wall in readiness for a 
post-match pitch invasion and 
things got a bit too claustrophobic 
for my liking, especially when you 
looked back and saw a half-empty 
stand from the middle to the rear.

The final whistle did bring that 
invasion and with it, one of  the 
happiest moments of  my Town life.

Wonderful 
memories
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And Brighton was where the latest 
supporters’ club weekender took 
place.

Geoff  Dodson took control again 
of  the 58th weekender on Saturday 
where many regulars and a few 
newbies would have no doubt 
enjoyed a great weekend down on 
the south coast.  

For a fair price of  a little over 
£200, the supporters enjoyed two 
nights in the Holiday Inn hotel on 
Brighton seafront including dinner 
and bed & breakfast, a trip on the 
Bluebell railway line, a visit to 
Amberley Museum & Heritage 
Centre and an open-top tour of  
Brighton itself.

It’s been too many years since I 
went away on any of  these weekend 
trips but I always thoroughly 
enjoyed myself.

But perhaps most importantly of  
all, they are superbly organised by 
Geoff, who turned 80 on Friday.

Happy birthday Geoff. I hope you 
had not only a great day but a great 
weekend too! 

I feel penalised for 
wanting to bring a child 
into what I’ve always 
classed as my second 
home 

Karl Fuller on season tickets


