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Memories of glory evening in St Etienne 
show no sign of fading for Ipswich fans

L
ast week, I heard a 
Tottenham fan on the 
radio bemoaning the 
fact that his side are 
involved in such a poor 
competition as the 

Europa League.  
He wants them out of  it so that 

they can concentrate on finishing 
fourth and qualifying for the 
Champions League next season 
instead.  

This surprised me somewhat 
and you would think that as one 
of  the last four English clubs to 
win the competition, it would have 
been held with a bit more prestige 
by him.

The last two English managers 
to win the Europa League’s prede-
cessor, the UEFA Cup, come from 
Tottenham and of  course 
ourselves.  

Keith Burkinshaw guided 
Tottenham to glory three years 
after Sir Bobby Robson oversaw 
our triumph in 1981.  

Without a doubt, the match of  
the entire UEFA Cup-winning run 
was our 4-1 quarter-final win away 
at Saint Etienne who, at the time 
were just about the best side in 
Europe. That tie was held exactly 
33 years ago tomorrow.

In the ‘Boys of  81’ video, Sir 
Bobby recalled that when the draw 
for the quarter-finals was made, 
he thought that Town’s run in the 
competition would surely come to 
an end after receiving such a 
tough opponent.

This was until Eric Gates 
ventured into his office to express 
his delight that Town had the 
opportunity to dispatch the tour-
nament favourites.  

It was one of  the most glorious 
European nights in British 
history when on March 4 1981, 
Town demolished the French 
giants in their own Geoffrey-
Guichard Stadium in front of  a 
crowd of  40,000 Frenchmen.

Les Verts, as they were known 
and including in their side the 
legendary Michel Platini, even 
had the luxury of  taking the lead 
through Dutchman Johnny Rep.  

After absorbing lots more early 
pressure, Paul Mariner brought 
Town level and then Arnold 
Muhren scored from 25 yards four 
minutes later to put us ahead.  

Mariner scored again and then 
John Wark put the icing on the 
cake when he headed home his 
30th goal of  the season – the 11th 
of  his European campaign at that 
stage of  the competition.

One of  the many Town fans 
present in the stadium that night 
was Don Welsh of  Clacton-on-Sea 
who recalled:  “That was a fantas-
tic night, I never dreamed that 
we’d win the game in such style 
and have as good a day as we did 
but it had its moments though.

“We took a ferry from Harwich 
over to Holland and then a coach 
journey down to Lyon where we 
spent the day.  The Police then 
herded us to Etienne which was 
about 15 miles away and once in 
the stadium, we found ourselves 
standing with the French fans – 
there was no segregation.

“They were really passionate 
and kept chanting ‘Allez les Verts’ 
(Come on the Greens) and of  
course they took the lead.  Then 
when we went in front and scored 
our four goals, they started pelting 

us with Pepsi bottles.  This went 
on outside the ground afterwards 
too.  

“They were full bottles with lids 
on and one litre in size.  They hurt 
when they hit you I can tell you.  
Also once outside, we knew we 
could be in trouble but we had a 
couple of  leaders amongst our 
fans who said to keep together and 
not to run.  We held firm.

“But the result of  course was 
immense and the several hundred 
of  us present travelled back to the 
UK in great spirits and we knew 
the tie was as good as over. It was 
us into the semi-finals where I 
also went to Cologne too.  Then of  
course I went to the final in 
Holland.  

“I was only 21 at the time and 
trips would cost about £30.  They 
were great days.”

 � Stephen Hunt warms up 
during the Birmingham 
game on Saturday. 
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Hunt’s omission was 
tempered by start for 
forgotten man Taylor
Saturday’s 1-0 win over 
Birmingham City was another 
one of  those run-of-the-mill 
games that we have come to 
expect at Portman Road.  

Town were resolute for the 
most part and Birmingham 
City were well, about as 
mundane as any of  our visi-
tors to Portman Road this 
season.

After all the hype of  Jonny 
Williams signing on loan from 
Crystal Palace, it was disap-
pointing to discover before the 
game that he had been with-
drawn through injury.

I was also disappointed that 
Stephen Hunt was not in the 
side after some good recent 
displays, but this was negated 
by the news that Paul Taylor 
was to finally get a start. The 
ovation he received when he 
left the pitch was testament to 

his display and his determina-
tion throughout the game.

So it was another three 
points for Town, as Reading 
and Blackburn dropped points, 
but I feel the main challengers 
for sixth spot now are Wigan 
Athletic. It’s not mission 
impossible for us to reach the 
play-offs but we’re going to 
need more wins than draws 
and defeats between now and 
the end of  the season.   

I was glad to see Reading 
drop points against Yeovil, but 
I was annoyed in another 
respect as they cost me my 
first football bet of  the season.  

I had six out of  seven 
winners in my accumulator 
and the Royals’ failure to 
beat eight-man Yeovil, 
who sit at the bottom of  
the league, stopped 
me pocketing £60! 

More Ipswich Town memo-
rabilia has been added to 
an auction that will be held 
at Lockdales, the auction-
eers of  Martlesham, on 
March 16.

An Ipswich Town season 
ticket book with a massive 
difference will be up for 
sale.  

It is for the 1939-40 
season and there are only 
two tickets missing from 
the book.  These are for the 
home games with Bristol 
Rovers on August 30 (Town 
won this game 2-0) and 
Norwich City (which 
finished in a 1-1 draw) on 
September 2.

Soon after, the season was 
cancelled as Britain 
declared war on Germany.  

Auction manager James 
Sadler said: “This is a very, 
very rare piece of  Town 
memorabilia. The book 
contains 50 unused tickets 
with just the two missing.”

“A superb piece of  ITFC 
history will be in the hands 
of  someone very lucky 
indeed.”

The catalogue guide price 
is £100-£120. 

Season ticket 
book with a 
difference to 
be auctioned
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