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A growing number of fans are
starting to get a bit disgruntled
A

s football fans, we are 
at our happiest when 
our team wins and for 
most of  us, a defeat on 
a Saturday ruins our 
whole weekend.

I read a great quote recently that, 
‘fans don’t care how their team 
wins, but they care how they lose’.

After waiting now since the 
Fulham game, I really don’t care 
how we win.

Conversely, I did care of  course 
how we lost to Norwich.

It’s not just games that changes 
feelings either, it can also be the 
signing of  a player or the appoint-
ment of  a new manager. Take 
Norwich boss Neil Adams for 
example.

There cannot have been many 
Norwich fans happy with his 
appointment initially, but at the 
final whistle at the end of  our recent 
game, Canary fans were treating 
him like a Messiah.

Indeed my Norwich fan friend 
James Cossey told me that Adams 
has already changed the atmosphere 
at City:

“After first-game misery with 
defeat at Wolves, we turned up at 
Portman Road full of  confidence 
after back-to-back wins against 
Watford and Blackburn,” James told 
me.

“After these three wins, Adams 
has definitely won over the fans and 
has implemented his own ideas after 
Hughton ruined the legacy left by 
Paul Lambert. Carrow Road is now 
full of  optimism after a difficult 12 
months.”

It is plainly evident that the tide is 
turning for some of  our own fans in 
respect of  Mick McCarthy. 

I’m sure there were some doubters 
when he was first appointed but 
reading message boards and social 
media over the past week or so, 
there are a growing number that 
want McCarthy to move on now.  Big 
Mick was also seen as a Messiah of  
our own over the past two seasons 
for making us a stronger team if  
nothing else. 

So why would anyone want him 

out now? Well, I would say that the 
style of  football is putting many off  
for starters. I don’t blame the float-
ers for not wanting to pay the best 
part of  £30-plus to watch a lot of  
what we dish up.

But as someone totally addicted to 
watching Ipswich, I’m more than 
happy to put up with it if  it brings 
us the right results. Another week 
with no signings has hit some raw 
nerves with many, myself  included, 
and a lot of  frustration is aimed at 
Mick for this too.  

The potential loss of  David 

McGoldrick isn’t helping matters.
It doesn’t half  make you want to 

scream and shout however and ask 
what on earth is going on? I do 
wonder if  McCarthy feels the same.

He is not stupid and can’t be 
entirely happy with what he has to 
work with. He knows that we’re only 
say three injuries away from being 
in trouble, squad-wise. Yet on the 
other hand, he is the one responsible 
for letting the likes of  Paul Taylor, 
Anthony Wordsworth and Jack 
Marriott go out on loan to decrease 
the squad size!

I know he is not being helped, but 
is this reason enough to not help 
himself ? I am firmly in the 
McCarthy ‘in’ camp – I just wish 
that a few more players were in 
through the doors too.

But as James also said to me; “You 
just have to support the team, taking 
the highs with the lows.” 

A hard core number of  us have 
certainly ridden many lows in 
recent years McCarthy looked like 
getting us back on a high. It remains 
to be seen if  his time has peaked 
with us.
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League Cup woes have seen Blues suffer bad knock-on effect
There were some real shocks in the 
League Cup last week and no doubt-
ing the biggest of  them all was the 
4-0 stuffing that MK Dons gave 
Manchester United – even if  it was 
United’s reserves.

It made our defeat at Crawley look 
a bit better!

That defeat has cost us once more, 
since I believe that winning games 

breeds confidence.
As for supporters of  clubs that 

lose to lower league opposition offer-
ing up the, ‘we can now concentrate 
on the league’, excuse, they would 
have a point to this idealistic way of  
overcoming such results if  only it 
worked and the league was concen-
trated on! A look at our League Cup 
form since the semi-final appear-

ance in 2011 is not just embarrassing 
for the defeats themselves, but also 
for the league results that have 
followed each time we lost to lower 
league opposition.

A defeat to Northampton Town in 
2011, followed by three straight 
losses in the league.  A defeat at 
Carlisle United in 2012 was followed 
up with a winless league run of  10 

games including seven defeats.
After Crawley this term, we 

haven’t won a game yet, and that 
leaves only 2013 when a defeat at 
Stevenage was followed up with a 3-0 
home win over Millwall – the only 
time in four seasons that we have 
won a game following a defeat – and 
even that was then followed up with 
two defeats and a draw.  

I recently asked Sky Sports 
which Championship club, other 
than Leeds, they would favour 
showing live now their beloved 
Leicester City are in the Premier 
League.

Of  course, I got no response 
but I’m now wondering if  the 
answer is Ipswich.  

Our game at Wigan being 
moved to Monday, September 22 
will be our third live game of  the 
season already. Yet again, the 
switching of  the game saw no 
regard for our supporters who 
will have booked match tickets, 
train tickets and possibly hotel 
rooms for the game on its origi-
nal Saturday date.  Now they 
might not be able to make the 
game and will struggle to get 
refunds from the rail companies 
involved.

I went to what was then the 
JJB Stadium for a Tuesday night 
game in August 2003 and I had to 
stay overnight due to not being 
able to get home after the game.

Town lost 1-0 in a fairly unin-
spiring performance. Wigan were 
managed by Paul Jewell and 
included within their ranks were 
Jimmy Bullard, Tony Dinning, 
Mark Burchill and scorer on the 
night, Nathan Ellington. 

After the game, we passed the 
Town coach with players board-
ing to a lot of  abuse from one 
irate Town fan.

One player reacted and at one 
point it got quite aggressive with 
the pair having to be separated 
by a member of  Town’s back-
room staff.

That defeat came in the middle 
of  a five-game winless run.

The way Ipswich Town are 
going at present, the players 
could have another irate fan or 
two to deal with on the night of  
the 22nd.

I remember 
an irate night 
in Wigan
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