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Victory is sweet as bargain buys 
make big-spending Fulham pay  

P
roper football is back and 
boy was it great to see 
once again on Saturday.

Forget the World Cup 
and the Premier League. 
For the rest of  us up and 

down the country, who support clubs 
that have a realistic chance of  
winning their respective league and 
play in a division that does not 
reward them for failure, it was back 
to the start of  yet another gruelling 
season and, for the first time in 
seven years, Town kicked-off  with a 
home win.

For the third year in a row, Town 
were paired with a newly-relegated 
team on the opening day and, follow-
ing a home draw against Blackburn 
and away defeat at Reading, we 
completed the sequence with a fine 
home win over a mis-firing Fulham.

Town were worthy winners follow-
ing a solid performance that 
contained endeavour and honesty 
rather than class and free-flowing 
football.  You 
could say that it 
was yet another 
Mick McCarthy-
type 
performance.  

Any three 
points on the 
opening day of  
a season 
though are 
massive, 
however your 
team plays and 
hey, we won on 
Sky too!

I read 
McCarthy’s 
thoughts about 
the Financial 
Fair Play 
rulings, prior 
to Saturday’s match, and how much 
still needs to be done to make the 
Championship a level playing field.  

Whilst Fulham had spent £11m on 
Ross McCormack, Town’s team of  
freebies conjured up the type of  win 
that is always sweeter when you 
defeat a team of  spenders.  

Wasn’t it great to see the David 
McGoldrick back sooner than 
expected, showing the touches that 
might have just got us into the play-
offs last year, had he not picked up 
his injury in February.

So one down, 45 to go and what-

ever happens, we could not have got 
off  to a better start.    

I foresee another season much the 
same as last if  I’m honest but that is 
no bad thing as, aside from anything 
else, it’s got to be better than going 
backwards.  

We have a settled side and just 
need to add to our game the sort of  
consistency that saw Leicester, 
Burnley and QPR promoted in May.  
They all doubled us last year while 
Wigan were the only other side to do 
so and they finished in the play-offs.  

Has our squad strengthened or 
weakened?  I suppose it depends on 
which side of  the fence you’re 

sitting but it’s certainly divided 
opinions amongst supporters in 
recent weeks.  I believe that it is 
probably at the same level and Mick 
just needs to add a playmaker and 
an attacking midfielder on season-
long loans.

Other than that, I think he will go 
with his trusted charges early doors 
and that may mean a bit more of  Jay 
Tabb and Frank Nouble – two play-
ers that have been the source of  too 
many negative comments in 
pre-season.  

More performances like 
Saturday’s from Tabb might just see 
him win over a few of  his critics.

Last Monday saw the 100th 
anniversary of  the declaration 
of  World War One and although 
not a professional football club 
at the time, it was to halt 
Ipswich Town’s progression for 
six years and saw the need for a 
total overhaul of  their squad.

The war office commandeered 
Portman Road and, with the 
exception of  a few service 

matches, no games were played 
at all and the Southern 
Amateur League that Town 
were members of, had a 
complete suspension until the 
1920/21 season.

The ground was initially used 
as a training ground and when 
heavy equipment was later to 
be stored, this cut the pitch up 
badly and it was some years 

before full restoration was 
made.  As mentioned, no player 
returned to Town after the war, 
partly because of  age and 
partly because the war office 
did not return the ground until 
1920.

Three of  the players who did 
play for the club before the war 
were killed – Allan Bowman, 
Cecil Fenn and Claude Sennitt – 

whilst the prolific Ernie Bugg 
who had notched 79 goals in 62 
appearances between 1911/12 
and 1913/14, lost a leg.  

A war being declared and 
Ipswich losing a whole squad 
never to return is unimagina-
ble.  Like all war heroes, lest 
we forget those who both 
played for Ipswich Town and 
fought for our country. 

Lest we forget Town’s war heroes who fought for our country
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A reminder 
that form is 
temporary, 
but class is 
permanent
It’s unbelievable that it is five 
years since the passing away of  
the great man, Sir Bobby 
Robson.  

The FA recently celebrated Sir 
Bobby Robson Day at Portman 
Road, for me, the ‘real’ home of  
the greatest influence of  my 
football life.

During the last few weeks, I 
have experienced an unusually 
high number of  people that I’ve 
not seen for a while asking me if  
I was still supporting the 
rubbish that is Ipswich Town.  

If  I told you of  the clubs they 
support, their questioning would 
seem laughable.  

Of  course, I told them with 
great pride that I did and I don’t 
know why they would expect me 
to answer otherwise, it’s not like 
I was going to change clubs over 
the summer was it?

I’m always proud to confess 
my support for the Blues. Yes, 
Norwich fans accuse us of  harp-
ing on about history but at least 
history is permanent, unlike the 
form which took a bit of  a nose-
dive up the A140 last season.  

I watched Town in Robson’s 
latter years at the club as a child.  
I was very proud back then to do 
so and I’m just as proud today of  
what he achieved.  

So to the next person that 
needs to ask, yes I am still 
supporting Ipswich and, thanks 
to Sir Bobby, our club will 
always be one that has at least 
achieved something in the game 
that many other clubs can only 
dream of.  

 � Peter Shilton, left, and Sir Bobby 
Robson’s son Mark are pictured 
during Sir Bobby Robson Day 

 � Jay Tabb was in 
superb form against 
Fulham, having been 
the subject of some 
negativity from fans 
in pre-season. Below, 
David McGoldrick is 
back with a bang


