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Norwegian Town fans enjoy a 
winning visit against Millwall

Y
ou may have noticed 
on Saturday that 
Portman Road had some 
Norwegian visitors and 
they are still in town, 
ready for the Brighton 

game, tomorrow night.
No, it’s not the Vikings, it’s the 

very friendly Ipswich Town FC 
Supporters Club of  Norway 
(ITSCON) who are currently cele-
brating their 25th anniversary with 
a jubilee tour across the pond.  

Our matches against Millwall and 
Brighton have been pencilled in for 
the Norwegians’ tour, but they’ve 
also rented a bus for sightseeing 
around the area.  

Many of  you may wonder why 
these Norwegians have such strong 
feelings for a football club that is so 
far away from their own home.

 Chairman of  this particular 
supporters club, Ole B. Krogstad, 
explained.

 “Scandinavia had Match of  the 
Day long before it started in 
England,” he said.

“Yes, it’s true. Initially, Norwegian 
Broadcasting made a deal with ATV 
and screened a match every 
Saturday. With ATV being based in 
the Midlands, many Norwegians 
became fans of  Stoke City, 
Nottingham Forest and 
Wolverhampton Wanderers.  

“The rest of  England soon 
followed with East Anglian or 
London Weekend producing the 
matches from Portman Road. 

“Match of  the Day became a huge 
hit and it had an enormous impact 
on people in Norway. 

“It was a gathering of  the family, 
the highlight of  the week and there 
were guys who used it as a warm-up 
before going out on the town.  At 
that time, a football game on TV in 

Norway was a big event.  
“Today the matches just come and 

go constantly. Today, there is almost 
an infinite amount of  information 
about football but in the past it felt 
great just to get a newspaper at the 

local newsstand in Oslo that had 
the goalscorers in.” 

He added: “Big English clubs 
also used to come to Norway 
during the summer from the late 
1960s up until the 1980s. These 

 � David 
McGoldrick gets 
the better of 
Millwall’s Mark 
Beevers on 
Saturday. 
 Photo: SARAH LUCY 
 BROWN

 � Back row: Town under-21 players Omar Sowunmi, Darren McQueen, Kyle 
Hammond and Matt Clarke.  Angel Fuller is second in from the right whilst the 
other two Ipswich mascots are Emily and Paul.  The Millwall mascot is Daniel  

 � David Whyte passed away aged 
43 last week

Thanks for Angel’s special day
A s pr omis ed l ast 
would let you know how my 
daughter Angel’s day went on 
Saturday as she was a mascot for 
the Blues’ game against Millwall.

It’s fair to say that she had an 
exceptional day.

I am one of  the first to moan 
when things are not done right at 
the club but I also believe in 
praise when it’s due and I cannot 
praise the club enough for how 
they look after their young 
mascots, and the children’s 
parents, on match days.

If  you’re ever considering 
applying for your child to be a 
mascot, then all I can say is do it.  

It does cost £55, but the compli-

mentary adult and child seats in 
the Co-op stand are worth £41.50 
of  that price.  The rest of  the 
experience is priceless as far as 
I’m concerned.

Angel was able to go into the 
dressing room and have her 
programme signed, as well as 
receive a certificate signed by 
Mick McCarthy.

She also was given a signed 
large pennant, and was able to 
have a kick around on the pitch, 
before walking out with the team 
alongside Dean Gerken.  

She still has a photo and a CD 
of  the day to receive and the day 
could not have gone any better 
for her.  

It was very sad to read last 
week of  the passing away of  
former Blues loanee, David 
Whyte.  

David only played two 
games while on loan at 
Portman Road in 1997, one 
being the 2-0 defeat at home to 
Stockport County on Tuesday 
November 4, 1997, played in 
front of  just 8,938 spectators.

This was the game that 
Ipswich fans, in confirming 
their loyalty to the club, 
would say, ‘I was there when 
we lost at home to Stockport 
one Tuesday night in 1997’.  
David started that game up 
front alongside Alex Mathie 
and then latterly,  Neil 
Gregory.

David was just 43, and I will 
reach that age in two weeks’ 
time. It certainly makes you 
think.  

My sympathies, along with 
those of  many other Town 
fans, go to David’s family.

Meanwhile, congratulations 
to Tony Humes who recently 
took over as the new boss of  
Colchester United.  

As I started to come to 
Portman Road on a regular 
basis in the mid-1980s, Tony 
became a regular at the heart 
of  the defence.

He would always literally 
put his body on the line for 
the good of  the club. 

I recall when he broke his 
jaw in one game.

Then, in his last game for 
the club, at Newcastle, he 
broke his arm.  

Tony has been joined by 
former Blue Steve McCall and 
I wish them both well at the 
U’s.
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friendly matches were major events 
and there were more than 10,000 
people at many of  these friendlies.  

“Ipswich gathered fans on their 
trips to Scandinavia, but not only for 
their attendance.

“Alf  Ramsey’s team and of  course 
Bobby Robson’s team, with their 
continental playing style, had a huge 
impact on young Norwegians from 
all over the country, choosing their 
favourite English team. 

“Yes, almost everyone has an 
English favourite team in Norway. 
Norwegian supporter clubs for 
English teams started to emerge in 
the late 80s and on September 5, 
1989, Ipswich Town FC Supporters 
Club of  Norway was created by Arnt 
H. Nodeland, then aged 18. 

“The fan club grew gradually.  In 
1992 the fan club had 100 members. 
Today it counts 505 members, mostly 
between 40 and 60, but also some 
younger ones.” 

ITSCON releases a journal three 
to four times a year called News of  
the Blues and the journal actually 
won this year’s Fanzine of  the Year 
in Norway.  

Last year, 400 match tickets were 
ordered through ITSCON who by the 
way works non-profit.  

Two members are season ticket 
holders this season and one member 
has actually recently moved to 
Ipswich.  


