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Sammon can follow example of 
Town trio, unloved at old clubs

A 
we ek a go, ever ythi
was rosy in the Ipswich 
Town garden after an 
excellent win at home 
to Fulham.  

Two defeats since 
have dampened spirits somewhat 
and the signing of  another striker 
has done little to cheer many Town 
fans up it would seem.

I thought it was a great time to 
play Fulham due to their much-
changed squad not having played 
together before.  Equally, I thought it 
was an excellent time to play 
Reading on Saturday, given their 
injury problems and significant 
changes to their squad too.  

But alas, it is just one of  those 
places where not much goes for us 
and another year passes by where 
we fail to win our first two matches 
of  the season, having not done so 
since the start of  the 2002/03 season.  
We must now, at the very least, 
secure a point at Birmingham 
tomorrow night as three straight 
defeats will not be ideal going into 
the Norwich game on Saturday.

Some Town fans have shown their 
unhappiness over the loan signing 
of  Conor Sammon (below).  Why the 
knives have to come out before he 
has kicked a ball is beyond me.  At 
least give him a chance.  

Nottingham Forest fans were 
glad to see the back of  David 
McGoldrick and Luke 
Chambers.  Shefki Kuqi’s 
career took a turn for a better 
once he came here whilst 
Wolves fans were falling 
over themselves once 
we took Christophe 
Berra from them.  

I know these might 
be exceptions to the 
rule, but let’s see 
how the next few 
weeks go for 
Sammon before 
criticising.

Younger Town fans 

wish they were around during the 
Sir Bobby Robson era but I’m not 

sure how they would have coped 
with the signings of  Roger 
Osborne, Mick Lambert, Clive 

Woods, Les Tibbott to name 
but a few.  

I’m sure they would 
have been demanding the 
signings of  Kevin Keegan, 
Trevor Francis and 
Kenny Dalglish etc.  
Sometimes, we don’t get 
what we want, so we 
need to make the most 
of  what we have got.  

You never know, it 
may be that Ipswich 

becomes the right club for yet 
another player rejected elsewhere. 

And so onto our biggest game of  
the season already, yep, just two 
home games in and we welcome that 
lot from over the Norfolk border.  
Some would say with a score to 
settle after their last visit.  But 
surely that was just them settling 
the score finally after our 5-0 win 
back in February 1998.  It took them 
13 years bless them to get their own 
back.

Norwich fans like to accuse us of  
going on about history yet they don’t 
stop going on about that last result – 
history in itself  now of  course.  

I don’t think that any one game 

should define the difference between 
our two clubs.  I mean why split 
hairs?  Let’s just look at the overall 
picture and be fair to father time 
dating back to day one.  This 
currently sees Town with 60 wins, 
Norwich with 55 and us having 
scored 17 more goals.  That’s how 
you determine the Pride of  Anglia 
once and for all.  Never mind major 
trophies won. 

That said, it would be nice to not 
only win but do it with a moment of  
magic to treasure forever.  

It is hard to single out an ultimate 
favourite but among them include 
Alex Mathie’s hat-trick in that 1998 
win, Gary Megson’s last-minute 
own-goal in a 2-1 win in December 
1993, and two from cup matches.  

Firstly, Simon Milton’s 116th 
minute winner at Portman Road in a 
1-0 Full Members Cup Second Round 
win in 1988 (and watching a replay 
of  the goal to see Dalian Atkinson 
celebrating on top of  Milts in a 
provocative manner) and my first-
ever game at Carrow Road, a 4-0 
Hospital Cup win in the pre-season 
leading up to the 1989/90 season.  
Time for another similar memory to 
be created me thinks.

 � Kenny Dalglish

Reds earned 
victory but I 
was to be a 
Blue for life

I cannot let go my annoyance at 
last Tuesday night’s Capital One 
Cup defeat at Crawley.  

Take nothing away from the 
Red Devils and I wish them well 
in the next round.  

Neither will I take away 
anything from Mick McCarthy’s 
team selection – most of  which 
was forced on him anyhow – and 
he is quite right to look at the 
bigger picture.  

Games like these are exactly 

what a squad should be utilised 
for.  Losing occasionally to lower 
league sides happens and has to 
be accepted, but nine times in 12 
years? 

Then there are the comments 
that follow such defeats like, 
‘Who cares about the league cup 
anyway?’  Well obviously the 823 
Town fans that went to the game 
for starters.

Another one is ‘It’s only a 
Mickey Mouse cup anyway’.  

Mickey Mouse happened to make 
a lot of  money for Walt Disney 
and certainly did him no harm.  

This competition was not so 
Mickey Mouse when we reached 
the semi-final not so long ago.  
Does anyone remember the highs 
of  beating Arsenal at Portman 
Road and then being amongst 
10,000 Town fans at the Emirates?

And the one-liner to cap all 
comments, ‘We can now concen-
trate on the league’.  Well hasn’t 

that worked well in the recent 
seasons?

So I’m sorry if  my realism has 
got the better of  me but I am a 
fan of  winning as many games as 
possible.  

As a club, we have pulled out of  
the Suffolk Premier Cup again 
this season.  

This upsets quite a few people 
around Suffolk.  Perhaps next 
season we’ll just pull out of  the 
Capital One Cup instead!

Perhaps Ipswich will just pull out of the League Cup next season

This Friday will see the anni-
versary of  my first-ever Town 
match.  

It will be 36 years since my 
very first game and the date to 
be precise was 22nd August, 
1978, when we lost 3-0 at home 
to Liverpool on a Tuesday night.

I still remember that game as 
if  it was yesterday.  

I may only have been coming 
up to my seventh birthday but 
how could I ever forget the 
atmosphere of  the 28,114 crowd, 
the blue and white against the 
red and white, on and off  the 
pitch. From that night on, I was 
hooked.  

Of  course, at the time, I was 
not aware of  the finer details, 
like the fact it was Arnold 
Muhren’s debut and Kenny 
Dalglish scored two goals for 
Liverpool.  

The Scotsman was an early 
favourite of  mine when I first 
started taking an interest in 
football, for he was my favourite 
Celtic player.  

I was all set to become a 
Liverpool fan too as my elder 
brother Shaun had already 
bagged the Ipswich posters for 
his scrapbook, out of  maga-
zines such as Shoot and Match, 
thus leaving me with the 
Liverpool pictures (we were the 
big two sides back then).  

But despite the 3-0 defeat, I 
was hooked and, living in 
Essex, I was able to embark on 
an ever-lasting love affair with 
Town that would have been 
nigh on impossible if  I’d chosen 
my love on Merseyside instead.

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk  twitter: @fullerflavour
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