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Brooke’s new book is a must 
read for all fans of the Blues
D

uring the summer, 
I had the pleasure 
of  reading an 
excellent Ipswich 
Town related book 
called ‘Adventures 

of  a Tractor Boy – the story of  an 
obsessive fan’ written by Graeme 
Brooke.  

An outstanding memory of  the 
book for me was the great insight 
of  what it was like to follow the 
Town through the eyes of  a real 
supporter during such a great era 
for the club of  the Sir Bobby 
Robson days.

It was not until the mid-1980’s 
that I was allowed to attend games 
on my own and my first away 
game was not until October 1988 at 
Bournemouth, so you can under-
stand that this was not the great-
est of  eras for yours truly.  

I am lucky to know plenty of  
older fans who like Graeme have 
great memories of  their travels 
during the glory days but it seems 
that came with a lot of  tales of  
fraternising with the odd hooligan 
or three in the darker days of  
English Football.  

The other notable thing about 
Graeme’s book that touched me 
was that he is donating all profits 
from sales to the Special Care 
Baby Unit (SCBU) at Colchester 
Hospital, a place where my twins 
were born eight years ago on this 
very day and spent the first week 
of  their lives.

It is a great pleasure to report 

that Town legend Terry Butcher 
was Graeme’s guest at the Hospital 
on Friday evening where he 
presented the unit with a cheque 
for £1,150 of  the very profits made 
thus far.  

An outstanding effort indeed 
and hats off  to Graeme for this 
excellent generosity, he must be 
extremely proud.  

Back to the book and I soon 
learnt that although Graeme had 
recalled many memories that I 
was not a part of, he did write a 
piece about travelling with the 
Clacton Branch away to Newcastle 
in November 1994 and I was on the 

same coach that day.  
He recalled the hair-raising 

experience at the end of  the game 
when not long before the final 
whistle, the returning Andy Cole 
put the Geordies in front.  

The few hundred of  us Town 
fans present were sandwiched in 
between around 34,000 mad 
Geordies who thought that they 
had the three points bagged.

But Claus Thomsen had other 
ideas and ran half  the length of  
the pitch before slotting home an 
injury-time equaliser to send us 
into raptures with only a bar and a 
few stewards between us and some 

irate black & white striped folk 
baying for blood.  

In fact, they had gone exactly for 
that as I had heard that the first 
few Town fans out of  the ground 
that afternoon were set upon. 
Imagine what would have 
happened had we of  won!  

Another great story of  Graeme’s 
was how he once made a pact to go 
to every Town match at Anfield, 
Liverpool, until we won. He 
managed 11 consecutive games 
there spanning 16 years and had 
had enough after seeing Town not 
win there on any occasion.  

And guess what?  The first game 
he missed there was the day that 
Adam Tanner scored to give us a 
1-0 victory in 1994.  

There are moments in the book 
that I share with Graeme and yet 
there are moments where very few 
would have shared his experiences 
as the extent of  some of  his dedi-
cation to watch Town abroad in 
pre-season friendlies has to be 
read to be believed.  

From Wembley 1978 to 
Amsterdam 1981 to Wembley 2000, 
there are many tales told of  watch-
ing the highs and the lows that 
Ipswich Town have gifted to us 
over the years, a real supporter’s 
account of  life on a Saturday after-
noon (and countless other 
evenings).  

An outstanding book that is 
available in the ITFC club shop 
among other places for the 
princely sum of  £6.99.

 � Graeme with Kevin Beattie and BBC Radio Suffolk’s Stephen Foster.

2-0 win double 
took 16 years 
Coming out of  the ground last Tuesday 
night following our 2-0 win over 
Brighton & Hove Albion, I was asked if  
I knew when we had last won two 
games back-to-back at Portman Road 
by the same 2-0 scoreline.  

I questioned myself  as to when we 
had last won two consecutive games 2-0 
at all.

The answer to my own question was 
over ten years ago when in August 
2004, we won 2-0 at home to Brentford 
in the league cup on a Tuesday evening 
thanks to goals from Ian Westlake and 
Tommy Miller.  

Then on the following Saturday, we 
won 2-0 away at Rotherham with two 
goals from Shefki Kuqi.

But to find consecutive home wins by 
the same 2-0 result, you have to go back 
before the turn of  the century! Nearly 
16 years in fact and it was a West 
Midlands double to boot. It was also a 
Saturday/Tuesday combination that 
did the trick for the Blues.

On October 31, two David Johnson 
goals saw us defeat West Brom before 
their arch-rivals Wolves were put to the 
sword three days later on November 3 
as goals came from Micky Stockwell 
and James Scowcroft.  

After this particular result, Town 
went second in the league table and did 
not fall out of  the top three until the 
New Year. 

That season ended with defeat in the 
play-offs to Bolton on the away goals 
rule.

Can we finally 
win at Wigan?
Tonight we are seeking our first-ever away 
win at Wigan Athletic to make it three 
league wins in a row. Should this be 
achieved then make the most of  it as we 
have only done this three times in the last 
three-and-a-half  years.  

By the way, what is it that goes against 
us playing at Wigan at 3pm on a Saturday 
afternoon?  This will be our fifth game up 
there and only once has it been on a 
Saturday – a 1-0 defeat in March 2005.

Coincidentally, our first-ever game 
against Wigan took place on September 22 
in 1992 and was at their old Springfield 
Park ground in the league cup second 
round first-leg.  

Gavin Johnson had put John Lyall’s side 
in front after just 85 seconds in the days 
when Wigan were a struggling second divi-
sion side managed by former Blue Bryan 
Hamilton.  

Town were part of  the newly-formed 
Premier League then.

After Wigan had equalised, their 18-year-
old John Robertson scored an own-goal to 
put us back in front before the Latics equal-
ised. This all took place in front of  a crowd 
of  just 2,684 with 250 hardy Town fans 
making the long trip.  

The headline after this game was: ‘Town 
shocked by Hamilton’s battlers.’

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces

email: tff25@hotmail.co.uk  twitter: @fullerflavour

 � Graeme Brooke with 
Terry Butcher at 
Colchester Hospital on 
Friday evening as Terry 
presented the Hospital’s 
Special Care Baby Unit 
with a cheque for £1,150


