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Where was the passion? Blues 
surrendered without a battle
W

hat  an awes ome 
90 minutes or 
so that was on 
Saturday.  

Pure passion, 
100% effort and 

real commitment to the cause that is 
Ipswich Town Football Club as you 
would expect on derby days.  

But that’s enough about the 
supporters in our pub before the 
game – it’s a shame that the same 
could not be said on the pitch.

I won’t go so low to say that the 
players do not care and did not try, 
I’m sure they did.  

But however much Mick 
McCarthy or any player – with the 
exception perhaps of  Luke Hyam or 
Tommy Smith – would suggest 
otherwise, those in blue could not 
and did not match the effort that any 
supporter would and did give, it’s 
just not possible. If  that was me in 
place of  Dean Gerken for example, I 
would have gone through Lewis 
Grabban to punch the ball clear 
instead of  dithering and allowing a 
header to loop over me for the only 
goal of  the game.  

Sure I may have got sent-off  but I 
would have done so in the knowl-
edge that I would have put my life on 
the line for the cause of  MY club.  

That goal was the fifth such gift 
that we’ve given away this season.  
Christmas has come early for 
Reading, Birmingham and Norwich!

Our threat was supposedly from 
set-pieces and our aerial presence. 
Well I don’t recall a corner or a free-
kick that was delivered with enough 
precision to even give us a chance of  
posing a threat.  

I would have made damn sure that 
my delivery was as perfect as could 
be in that situation.  

I thought that McCarthy’s sides 
are meant to be difficult to beat. 
That might be true but we’re hardly 
difficult to score against these days.  

I am annoyed with Saturday’s 
defeat but it’s more the manner of  it 
than anything else. 

On paper it was by one soft goal 
but off  paper, it was in the knowl-

edge that it was without much of  a 
fight and let’s be brutally honest, we 
could still be playing now and we 
would not have scored.  

We knew our weaknesses before 
the game, yet I hoped the impor-
tance of  a local derby would have 
been enough to have papered over 
some of  those cracks for one day.

As for Norwich, forget the fact 
that they are our rivals, they were a 
side that we’re a long way off  being.  

A newly relegated side that still 
possess Premier League attributes 
who took more care of  the ball than 
we did and showed more care about 
their play in general, with confi-
dence from their last two results.  

And that’s where the game is 
nowadays for established 
Championships sides such as 
ourselves when playing these sides 
that have come down.  

They’ve got the parachute 
payments to assist them and also, 
their best players are inevitably sold 
to Premier League clubs for good 
money and this is reinvested in the 
squad to maintain the best possible 
push for promotion back to the 
Premier League.  However, they are 
Norwich, they are our rivals and 
this viewpoint will not be accepted 
by the majority of  our fans I know. 

Where does that leave us then? I 
wrote two weeks ago that I saw a 

similar season ahead to last and that 
was good for it meant we would at 
least not be going backwards.  

That was after our win against 
Fulham. Judging on their results 
since that opening day, our win was 
probably more down to how poor 
they are than anything else.  

And the question remains what is 
Marcus Evans’ vision for the direc-
tion of  our club? The 18 we put out 
on Saturday was only Stephen Hunt 
and Cameron Stewart short of  being 
our entire current squad. We need 
reinforcements and quickly.  

The trouble is, we could get three 
players in within the next week but 
would that be enough?   

 � Town players huddle before the kick-off – sadly there wasn’t much passion shown in the game  Photo: ANDY ABBOTT

Legendary scout Ron could spot gems – we need him now!
What we would give for Ipswich to 
unearth a gem to help our cause for 
the season ahead and how I wish 
that we could also have Ron Gray 
alive and back with us.  

Ron scouted many of  our players 
during Sir Bobby Robson’s era and 
when the great man left to manage 
England and we had a mass exodus 
of  star names leave the club, Ron 
then went out and found several 

players to replace them.  
What he also proved was that it 

was all about being in the right 
place at the right time as well as 
having that gift of  recognising a 
decent player for the future, as he 
once did when recommending Allan 
Hunter to Sir Bobby.

Ron once went to watch an 
England v Wales schoolboys match 
at Telford to take in the performance 

of  a player called Iain Sankey who 
Town duly signed up.  

On the way home, Ron stopped to 
take a break from driving and to 
catch a bit of  fresh air, he had 
stopped at a park where there just 
happened to be a friendly game 
between two under-16 sides made up 
of  blues and reds.  

Ron spotted a lad flying up and 
down the wing who did enough for 

Ron to find out his name and 
address.  

He turned up at this lad’s house 
the next day to sign him up for Town  
– and the player was none other than 
Dalian Atkinson who was to later 
have million pound moves. 

Sankey never kicked a ball for 
Town’s first-team. 

� Follow Karl on Twitter @
fullerflavour.

Not so long ago, I owned every 
ITFC home programme from 
competitive matches going back 
over 45 years.  

Each season was stored in a 
binder and was a collection that 
really did little for me other than 
take up too much space and I 
eventually sold it on. The 
programmes ultimately did not 
really mean that much to me and 
were worth very little 
individually.  

Unlike the match programme 
from a Colchester v Ipswich 
match back in the old Southern 
League days that I was recently 
made aware of.  

The game ended in a 3-3 draw 
and the programme that was sold 
for 2p on the day of  the match, 
will go under the auctioneers’ 
hammer at Lockdales of  
Martlesham over the weekend of  
September 13th and 14th. The 
match took place on Saturday 4th 
September 1937 and attracted a 
capacity 11,000 crowd to Layer 
Road. There is a catalogue guide 
price of  £60.

Since I sold my own collection, 
there has not been much purpose 
for me to buy programmes – until 
now!  

At the start of  the summer, I 
unearthed some old Football 
League Panini sticker albums 
that were all complete.  

This spurred me on to help one 
of  my daughters complete the 
Panini World Cup album recently 
and what have Town gone and 
done?  

Only given away a sticker 
album with the matchday 
programme recently –  and 
having to buy programmes for 
the rest of  the season to collect 
the stickers is an excellent way 
of  making us buy a programme.  

New Town 
sticker album 
is a great idea 
for the fans
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