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It was just like watching Messi 
and the other Barcelona boys!

A
s someone with strong 
family connections to 
Barcelona and whose 
blood is Catalan where 
it is not blue, I spend a 
lot of  my non-Ipswich 

football time watching Barça as 
much as I possibly can.

Over the last few years, I have 
seen many wonderful goals orches-
trated by the likes of  Messi, Xavi 
and Iniesta.  So when I saw that 
wonder-goal scored by the Ipswich 
Town Under 14’s side recently, I had 
to double check to make sure that I 
was not watching 11 young Catalans 
sporting Ipswich Town kits!  If  you 
have not seen the goal, let me take 
you through it.

Town’s Under 14’s 
were playing at 
home to their 
Millwall counter-
parts, and from back 
to front, and starting 
with our goalkeeper, 
there was a total of  
13 passes, most of  
which were one-
touch, in a 30-second 
spell before the ball 
ended up in the 
Millwall net.  
YouTube it if  you 
can, it’s definitely 
worth viewing.   

I caught up with 
one of  Town’s 
Academy coaches Steve Foley 
during last week to talk about the 
goal and how it dispels the miscon-
ception that Ipswich Town are a 
long-ball club these days.

“That goal shows exactly what we 
are trying to do within the 
Academy,” said Foley. 

“We are trying to get all the age 

groups to 
pass the ball 
around and 
enjoy playing 
with the ball 
to aid their 

development, and we’re starting to 
see a lot of  good talent coming 
through the system again.” 

I asked if  this had a bearing on 
the first-team starting to see some 
young players breaking through 
again after a fairly lean spell of  not 
so much home-grown talent coming 
to the fore.

“Look, different managers and 
teams have different playing styles 
and when it works, no-one can argue 
with it,” added Foley.  

“Here at Ipswich, we always try to 
encourage playing the right way, and 
the Academy is bringing through a 
lot of  good youngsters, some of  
which are starting to break through.

“There are some fantastic coaches 
here, coaches that have played for 
the club at one level or another who 
care about the club and have come 
back to want to give something back. 

“We have the likes of  Kieron Dyer, 

Titus Bramble, Gerard Nash, James 
Scowcroft, Lee Norfolk, Adem Atay, 
Liam Manning, and David Wright all 
coaching within the Academy. Yet 
the main man is Bryan Klug, who is 
absolutely fantastic and should take 
a lot of  the credit for what we’re 
currently producing.”

One such Academy starlet whose 
name often crops up these days is 
Andre Dozzell, son of  former 
Ipswich player Jason. Steve had no 
doubts about the potential of  the 
15-year-old when quizzed: “Andre is 
unbelievable.  He is playing for a 
side above his years in the Under 
18’s, he recently captained the 
England Under 15’s and there is no 
limit as to how far he can go in the 
game.  I’m sure Mick McCarthy will 
be doing all he can to tie him up on 
the contracts possible to him as and 
when the time comes.  He will be a 
player without a doubt.”

Last Sunday, the ITFC training 
ground had a surprise visitor that 
Steve was delighted to catch up with 
as Burnley manager Sean Dyche 
was present to watch his son in 
action.

“There was a round-robin group 
of  games taking place in the Under 
12’s with ourselves taking on Luton, 
Stevenage, MK Dons and 
Northampton, who Sean’s son plays 
for,” said Foley.  “He is a great guy 
and it was nice to catch up with him 
again.”

And while Town are indeed lucky 
to have Klug within the Academy 
set-up, I cannot but help feel that 
Steve’s influence should not be 
underestimated either.

Remember, Norwich almost 
snatching him from us in the 
summer?  Their loss remains our 
gain. 
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Great memories of when the two Darrens found the net
Our last home game against 
Rotherham was the 600th game I 
have seen Town play at Portman 
Road. 

A friend asked if  I could come up 
with my three favourite games that 
did not include any win against 
Norwich.

There are many great memories 
and this proved difficult until I 
started to read what Pablo Counago 

had to say about Roy Keane’s 
thoughts on him last week. 

This helped to remind me of  a 3-2 
win over Sheffield United in 
February 2003, when Town came 
back from 2-0 down with ten men 
after Counago was sent off  in the 
20th minute.

Two goals from Darren Bent sand-
wiched a goal from Darren Ambrose, 
which was the 800th goal I saw Town 

score, completed the best Town 
comeback that I have ever seen still 
to this day.

And the 3-2 scoreline had me 
remembering another favourite in 
the 1991/92 championship winning 
season when we defeated Newcastle 
United by the same score. 

Gavin Peacock had put the 
Geordies in front twice, but Chris 
Kiwomya, John Wark and Steve 

Palmer netted to give us three vital 
points.  Despite there being five 
games left, that was the afternoon 
when I believed that we would go on 
to win the league.

And the third game would have to 
be the play-off  semi-final victory 
over Bolton in 2000 for all the obvi-
ous reasons and in the knowledge 
that we were going to Wembley at 
last.

This week’s continuing celebration 
of  this season marking the watching 
of  my 300th different player to wear 
a Town shirt sees me looking back at 
those players whose surname begins 
with the letter C . . . 25 such players.

I’d like to say thank you to those 
who have emailed me in the past 
week regarding this feature and I’m 
glad to see a few of  you enjoying it. 

Goalkeepers that I have seen are 
Paul Cooper and early contender for 
the ‘forgotten player’ tag this week - 
Tom Carson – who only appeared 
once in a 2-0 defeat at home to 
Leicester in February 1988.

Players to come through the 
Youths include Ian Cranson, Aidan 
Collins, Chris Casement, Billy 
Clarke and Josh Carson.  We’ve had 
the loanees in DJ Campbell, Danny 
Collins and Jack Colback. We’ve also 
had those at the end of  their career 
looking for that last pay-out in Lee 
Chapman and Ivan Campo. I saw two 
heroes emerge at Wembley in 2000 in 
Gary Croft and Jamie Clapham, the 
latter being the first Town player I 
ever interviewed!

Another player I had the pleasure 
of  writing a story with was Jason 
Cundy, while Aaron Cresswell was 
the last Town player I was caught on 
camera with.

Luke Chambers is the only player 
in the current squad that I have 
seen, while Michael Chopra is one 
that I wished I hadn’t!

Luciani Civelli looked a promising 
talent before a serious injury, while 
Gerry Creaney’s loan spell was 
anything but promising! Darren 
Currie showed glimpses of  talent 
but sadly not enough and being part-
Spanish, I always had a soft spot for 
Pablo Counago.

Finally, a trio of  Michael’s to offer 
for the almost forgotten players in 
Cheetham, Cole and Clegg. 

Remember 
Campo, 
Cheetham 
and Carson?
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