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C ompl etel y gu tted
I lacked that ‘football’ emotion

A
s I sat down on the 
train from Manningtree 
to Ipswich prior to 
Saturday’s game, a 
young lad in his early 
20’s asked if  I was off  

to the game and then confessed he 
wasn’t a fan of  football, did not 
support any team and had no real 
idea of  the game.

Nevertheless, he still imagined it 
must be good when your team won.

I assured him that being an 
Ipswich fan was not always smooth 
running and at times, could be 
difficult.

Yes, when we win there is no 
better feeling and those moments of  
elation could not really be fully 
explained to someone with no idea 
of  such emotions.

But as I explained, it did not 
always work out like that and when 
Ipswich don’t win, I wished at times 
I could be like him and not have any 
feelings for the game.

I now wonder if  at that time I was 
having a premonition that it wasn’t 
going to be our day and I would 
board the return train a disconso-
late figure, wishing I had no emotion 
for the game . . . just like that young 
lad.

I felt gutted about the throwing 
away of  two points very late, yet 
totally different to when the same 
thing happened two weeks before-
hand at Nottingham Forest.

Yes, that was frustrating too, but it 
was still a damn good point earned 
against a very good side. The same 
cannot be said of  Blackburn.

They were there for the taking 
once they were down to ten men and 
had Stephen Hunt’s effort not been 
cleared off  the line, or David 

McGoldrick’s shot gone in instead of  
hitting the post, or the same player 
had slotted past Luke Steele in a one-
on-one situation, then the outcome 
could have been so much different.

In my humblest of  opinions, I just 
do not believe that Blackburn 
deserved as much as a point out of  
the game.

They were clearly rattled for a 
large spell of  the second-half  and 
it’s questionable as to whether Matt 
Kilgallon should have been sent-off  
before he eventually did see red.

A couple of  weeks ago, I was 

thinking that we had kicked the 
habit of  last season of  dropping 
points from winning positions when 
we lost around 30 points last year.

Old habits die hard though and 
the last two games have shown that 
we still have bit of  work to do to see 
out 90-plus minutes. 

And while personally I see 
Norwich and Nottingham Forest as 
the two strongest sides in our league 
this season, Watford and Derby 
showed us how to win at Sheffield 
Wednesday and Reading.

And although I think we’re not 

quite where they are yet, on the posi-
tive side, I firmly believe that we are 
capable of  competing with the next 
of  the best. 

Finally, it was great to see the 
legend that is Terry Butcher in town 
on Saturday.

I did not see much of  Kevin 
Beattie and Allan Hunter playing for 
Town and grew up more on the era 
of  Butcher and Russell Osman. 

Without any doubt, Butcher was 
by the far the best centre-back I have 
seen play for ITFC and was an abso-
lute star for club and country.  

 � Above, Blackburn’s Shane Duffy and Town’s Stephen Hunt take to the air. Inset, Terry Butcher taken before the game on 
Saturday with Mark and Phil Corton.                               Photos: GREGG BROWN/CONTRIBUTED

From D’Avray 
to Delaney
This week’s continuing celebration 
of  this season marking the watching 
of  my 300th different player to wear 
a Town shirt, sees me looking back 
at those players whose surname 
begins with the letter D – 13 such 
players.

One striker who had it all to do in 
the days of  Mariner, Brazil and 
Gates ahead of  him in the pecking 
order was Mich D’Avray.

I was at Portman Road to see him 
score his first league goal in a 3-1 
win over Leicester in 1980, and I was 
also present when he scored his last 
league goal for the club in 
September 1989 in a 2-2 draw against 
Stoke City.  

Two players I saw wear the blue 
shirt had previously worn the 
yellow of  Norwich City in John 
Deehan and Louie Donowa.

Back in 2004/05, three-quarters of  
our rear-guard contained Kelvin 
Davis, Drissa Diallo and Jason De 
Vos, while later on another defender 
in this series was ‘Double-D’ – 
Damien Delaney.

The remaining five players were 
all midfielders. Andy Drury and 
Tony Dinning did not have the most 
glittering of  careers with us, but it’s 
fair to say that Jason Dozzell and 
Kieron Dyer did.

Giovanni Dos Santos still remains 
the best loanee that we ever had in 
my opinion and finally, one to 
remember this week was Lee 
Durrant. He made just the three 
starts in 1993/94 and his last appear-
ance as a substitute came in 
December 1995 against Salernitana 
in an Anglo-Italian cup tie at 
Portman Road when he came on for 
Richard Appleby (whom I mentioned 
three weeks ago).

Lee incidentally gave me a lift 
back to my car after one game at 
Portman Road once – cheers Lee. 

No matter how far we go in 
2014/15, in terms of  where we 
finish in the league, this season 
is without a doubt one of  the 
most upbeat I’ve felt in a number 
of  years.

If  nothing else, we have made 
ourselves a proper football club 
again and I firmly believe that 
much of  this is down to Mick 
McCarthy. The latest dose of  
good news has come in the shape 

of  captain Luke Chambers 
signing a new contract 
until the summer of  2017 
with an option of  a 
further year.  

We’ve already seen 
since the start of  
the season new 
deals signed by 
Tyrone Mings, 
Christophe 
Berra, Matt 

Clarke and Teddy Bishop. It 
means that those that will be 

out of  contract next 
summer that Mick wants 
to keep are now being tied 
to the club early – there’s 
none of  this ‘will he, won’t 
he sign’ business for us 

supporters to have to 
worry about. Get 

McGoldrick signed up 
next please Mick!

As well as these new deals, it’s 
more simplistic matters that have 
been encouraging.

Moving back to Adidas for 
example gives our clothing range 
in the club shop a more positive 
image, the match ticket deals 
coming up shows the club are 
being proactive in this area.

Sort the kiosks in the ground 
out at half-time and there will 
not be much to complain about.

This season is the most upbeat I’ve felt for a number of years
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Luke Chambers.


