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I 
think that it is fair to separate 
Saturday’s game against 
Rotherham into two segments.

One about six minutes long, 
and the other around 84 
minutes plus. After a scintil-

lating start that saw us score twice, 
the visitors more than held their 
own and, overall had more posses-
sion of  the ball. Their retention was 
interspersed by the odd moments 
that included Conor Sammon hitting 
the post very early in the second-
half  and two corners in injury-time.

That said I cannot take anything 
away from another resolute Town 
performance.

If  anything, it proved that despite 
differing personnel entering the 
starting line-up, once we can get our 
noses in front with a couple of  goals, 
we can then introduce a dogged and 
determined resilience to our play to 
shore ourselves up without being 
gung-ho and being caught out on the 
counter-attack. A bit like how we did 
it in both the Rotherham and Wigan 

games you could say.
We’ve broken into the top six with 

four wins in a row and if  we can 
make it five at Sheffield Wednesday 
tomorrow night, then it will be our 
first haul of  five consecutive victo-
ries since the 2003/04 season when 
we won our first five games in 
October in a run that coincidentally 
contained a home win over 
Rotherham United by a 2-1 scoreline.

We then won 1-0 at Bradford City, 
before defeating Burnley 6-1 at 
Portman Road on a barmy Tuesday 
night when we were 5-0 up by half-
time. A 1-0 win at home to Stoke City 

was then followed with that memo-
rable 4-3 win at Crystal Palace when 
Shefki Kuqi netted a last-minute 
winner.

So can we make it five?
If  we do, then one thing is for 

sure, Mick McCarthy can look 
forward to winning the dreaded 
Manager of  the Month award.

Back to the Wigan game last week 
and I would like to say a huge well 
done to the small band of  Town fans 
that went up to that game.  Much has 
been made of  the small number, 
especially from our friends across 
the border.

No doubt their 1-0 loss at 
Shrewsbury in the League Cup was 
somewhat forgotten by the fact that 
they took so many fans there!

The Town fans that went to Wigan 
were quality. And as we all know, 
quality is better than quantity, so 
well done one and all.

It is a massive commitment to 
watch football, both in terms of  
finance and time, and watching fans 

should be applauded, not shot down.
The only problem I have when it 

comes to Blues’ travelling fans is 
when you hear for example that, “a 
good following from Suffolk has 
come in support of  Town.” 

Deserved recognition for those 
from Suffolk, but what about the rest 
of  us when we make the effort to 
travel too? Not all Blues fans come 
from Suffolk!

There is after all a good following 
from Essex for instance. One such 
Essex ITFC supporter is Witham-
based Stuart Vernon otherwise 
known as ‘Naughty Stuart’.

He is one of  the best-ever Town 
fans I have known.  Anyone who 
knows Stuart will know that he is 
quite a character and nobody is safe 
when he is around.

I received a lovely ITFC-related 
gift from Stuart last week. Stuart is 
a bin man and he told me that he is 
former Town player Matt Holland’s 
favourite bin man! Keep up the good 
work mate.

Starting with the letter A . . .  now who remembers Appleby?
This season sees me watching the 
300th different Town player to 
wear the shirt since my first 
game back in August 1978.

In this regular feature, I’ll 
bring back memories of  some of  
those players and I will start this 
week with those players whose 
surname begins with the letter 
A.

I have seen 11 of  these players 
represent Town.

My favourite was Dalian 

Atkinson while the current 
squad boasts two players in Paul 
Anderson and Darren Ambrose.  
If  you were there, who will ever 
forget that free-kick that Ian 
Atkins scored at home to Oxford 
United back in 1986 that we all 
thought was enough to save us 
from relegation from the old first 
division – it wasn’t!

The less said about Jonas 
Axeldahl and Samassi Abou the 
better, while Alun Armstrong 

reached hero status with the 
winning goal against Inter Milan 
in 2001.

What a shock for us Clacton 
Town folk back in 2004 when 
Nabil Abidallah rolled up at The 
Bowl to play 11 games for The 
Seasiders.  

Neil Alexander was one of  our 
better goalkeepers over recent 
years and Keith Andrews was a 
rare goalscoring midfielder for 
us not so long ago.

Perhaps the most forgotten 
player I ever saw for us with a 
surname beginning with the 
letter A was Richard Appleby. 
Remember him? 

Just one start for the Blues and 
three substitute appearances 
back in 1995/96 but his time 
ended on a high as in his last 
game, we beat Norwich 2-1 in a 
game that Bryan Gunn and 
Robert Ullathorne would still 
rather forget!

I was recently told that former Town 
hero Ted Phillips had a short spell in 
hospital and I hope that he is feeling 
better again now.

Over the years, I have had so 
many conversations about naming a 
‘best’ Ipswich Town XI and I often 
feel guilty that because of  my 
upbringing as a Town fan around 
the 1981 side, I find that I reel off  the 
11 that stood out for so long that 
season.

I feel guilty because I have not 
included so many great players that 
won the old First Division in 1961/62 
including Ted who would be right up 
there pushing the likes of  Alan 
Brazil and Paul Mariner in my top 
XI for a place among the strikers.

I have been told countless stories 
about the player who still holds the 
record for us with the most goals in 
a season – 46 in the 1956/57 season.  
One such story was when he took a 
penalty against the then-England 
goalkeeper Eddie Hopkinson who 
actually saved Ted’s spot-kick but 
ended up in the back of  net with the 
ball after one of  Ted’s famous hard 
shots – Ted was known to have one 
of  the hardest of  all in the game.

He also had bags of  pace too and it 
is often said that he was one of  the 
best strikers never to play for 
England. I wish that I could have 
seen Ted in his prime along with 
Ray Crawford.

That must have been an awesome 
strike pairing to watch.  

I missed out 
on seeing 
deadly duo
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Another victory and Mick can 
look forward to dreaded award

 � Alun Armstrong scores against Inter 
Milan

 � Ray Crawford and Ted Phillips

I would like to say a 
huge well done to the 
small band of Town 
fans that went to that 
game (Wigan)


