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W olve s wi n wi ll s ee M
Blues top table of different kind

N
ov embe r 1 has been  an 
enjoyable date on the 
footballing calendar 
for Mick McCarthy at 
Ipswich Town.

Three undefeated 
games, including Saturday’s win at 
Blackpool and the game which 
kicked it all off  for him, at 
Birmingham, sandwich last season’s 
Friday night draw against Barnsley.  

Saturday’s victory was much-
needed after five winless games. 
Sure, you can point to the fact that 
we had lost only once in that 
sequence, but we needed three 
points.  

We now go into tomorrow night’s 
game against Wolves with confi-
dence and with something else for 
us to play for. 

Since the formation of  the 
Premier League back in 1992, Wolves 
have secured more points than any 
other team in the second tier of  the 
game, amassing 1,212 points.  

We are just behind them on 1,211 
points, so a win at Portman Road  
and we’ll become the most success-
ful side at our level of  the game 
since 1992.  It’s not much to shout 
about I admit but it is an incentive.

Thanks to Simon Milton, a child-
hood dream materialised this week 
as I was, once again, Kevin Painter’s 
guest as he and fellow darts player 
Keith Deller were in town to set the 
foundations in place for the second 
ITFC Academy Darts night, which 
will be held on Tuesday, April 7, next 
year, at Greshams Sports & Social 
Club.  

Whilst Kevin and Keith were 
interviewed by the club, Keith’s son,  
Matt and I joined a group of  player 
sponsors who were taken on a tour 
of  the training ground. 

I was totally impressed by the 

facilities and the work that goes on 
around around the place.

After being welcomed in the play-
ers’ canteen, we made our way to the 
gym where Jonny Williams, 
Jonathan Parr and Kevin Bru were 
going through exercise routines that 
ultimately turned out to be failed 
bids to get themselves fit for 
Saturday’s game at Blackpool.  

We were then taken into the first-

team dressing room and then the 
one used by the under-18’s. The 
difference in size was noticeable and 
you could see why any under-18 
would soon want to be part of  the 
first-team set-up. 

We then made our way to where 
the first-team were being put 
through their paces.

One player that stood out in the 
last 20 minutes or so was Cameron 

Stewart.
I realise, of  course, that this was 

too little time to judge properly, but I 
look forward to seeing him in the 
squad soon. 

Once training was over, we had an 
opportunity to speak to some of  the 
players and the first to shake hands 
with us and say hello was Cole 
Skuse which was a great touch by 
him. 

 We also spoke to Christophe 
Berra and Stephen Hunt before 
having a couple of  photos including 
one with Big Mick. 

Our day was made complete when 
Milts took the five of  us off  for 
lunch and, of  course, we recalled 
that goal of  his against Norwich 
City in the Simod Cup back in 1988 
with great pleasure.  

 � Christophe Berra with Karl Fuller and Kevin Painter.  Photo: CONTRIBUTED

Another event to let you know 
about is the Sportsman’s Dinner, 
at Greshams Sports and Social 
Club, on Thursday 13 November, 
at 7.00pm. 

Simon Milton will be hosting 
this event where the main guest 
of  the evening will be ex-Liver-
pool goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobbelaar.

Milton played against 
Grobbelaar in a 3-2 League Cup 
third round defeat at Anfield in 
1993 when coming off  the bench 
to replace Geraint Williams.  Ian 
Rush scored a hat-trick that 
night.

Meanwhile, when I was 17, I 
failed my driving test for the first 
time and changed driving 

instructor. 
I was taken under the wing of  

a South African chap and it 
wasn’t long before we talked 
about football and I informed 
him I was a mad Ipswich fan.  

He told me that his daughter 
was with a footballer who turned 
out to be none other than 
Grobbelaar and he would often 

Grobbelaar is set to guest at Greshams Sportsman’s Dinner
recall some crazy stories about 
him.

Back to the night, tickets are 
priced at £25 per person which 
includes a two-course traditional 
roast dinner plus a comedian and 
auction.  

Tickets can be ordered on the 
Greshams ticket line on 01473 
250816.

I have now seen 300 different players 
pull on the Ipswich Town shirt, 
since I started supporting the Blues.

Over the years, the Clacton 
branch of  Ipswich supporters have 
had some great nights holding 
Christmas Discos at Highfields 
Holiday camp.  

We were lucky that players would 
attend this function and, back in the 
mid 1990s, one such player was 
Kevin Ellis who made just the one 
appearance for Town, away at 
Arsenal.  Coincidentally, that is the 
one and only time I ever went to 
their Highbury stadium.   

Another Clacton connection to the 
club was Tom Eastman.  When he 
broke into our first-team, I was 
working with his sister’s boyfriend 
at the time and followed his career 
closely. I am pleased that he’s doing 
well at Colchester.  

Two strikers that had short 
careers at Ipswich and did not score 
a single goal between them were 
Nathan Ellington and Sylvan 
Ebanks-Blake, whilst Matt Elliott 
was on loan with us at the end of  the 
2003/04 season where he was part of  
the side that lost in the play-offs to 
West Ham.

Carlos Edwards will always be one 
of  my favourite ever players and one 
of  my twins has adopted his number 
seven on her last two Ipswich shirts.  

She was pleased to meet him when 
she was a mascot for the Millwall 
game earlier this season.  

I had more disagreements with 
my fellow Town mates over Jay 
Emmanuel-Thomas than any other 
player, while this week’s forgotten 
man is winger Darren Edmonds who 
made three substitute appearances – 
all at Portman Road – in October/
November of  the 1991/92 champion-
ship winning season.  

Darren featured in draws against 
Luton and Millwall and a defeat to 
Sunderland.   

Ellis’ Highbury 
bow proved to 
be my only trip 
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training


