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Yep! Love you 
already Noel 
. . . get in there!
T

he  cur se o f th e la
minute goal strikes 
again…..only this time 
in our favour – get in!

I was mildly worried 
going into Saturday’s 

game at Charlton as to how we 
would fare given not only the quan-
tity of  players that were missing, 
but the quality too.

To be without Christophe Berra, 
Kevin Bru, Teddy Bishop and argu-
ably Jonny Williams would have 
been a tough ask in itself  and then 
with Luke Hyam added to the list 
just before kick-off, I wondered 
where our potential would be in 
the midfield area to unlock a tight 
Addicks defence. 

Those that did play would of  
course been the right sort of  play-
ers to battle it out and as it ulti-
mately proved, battle they did to a 
fantastic win and I love you 
already Noel Hunt!

I need not have worried about 
those missing players after all, this 
Town squad has got much more 
about it then even I realise at 
times.

I have been irritated by 
comments made by the managers 
and some supporters of  Watford 
and Bournemouth following our 
recent matches.

There have been claims that we 
have been a poor side, physical and 
generally not very good to watch.

It’s about time that we stopped 
being ‘soft’ and yes, we are hard to 
beat and coming from behind twice 

at Bournemouth proved a bitter 
pill to swallow for some on the 
south coast – then again Millwall 
did the same to the Cherries again 
on Saturday.

As for being physical, I took a 
look at the latest disciplinary table 
on the FA website last week and 
guess who are top? – Watford.

Eleventh place is Bournemouth, 
while we are down in 17th.

Proof  if  ever needed that we are 
not as physical as some believe.  
Instead of  berating us, it’s about 
time some started to show us some 
due respect.  

The reaction to the loan 
signing of  Noel Hunt was 
also a little disappointing.

His goal on Saturday was 
for the doubters.

Look, of  course there are 
question marks over Hunt and 
what he might bring to the club, 
but at least give the guy a chance. I 
recall Kevin Bru being written off  
by some after just a couple of  
friendlies at the start of  this 
season and as for Leeds fans not 
rating him, I wouldn’t let that put 
you off. 

Forest fans hardly gave a glow-
ing report for David McGoldrick or 
Luke Chambers, while Wolves fans 
were hardly polite about 
Christophe Berra.

They’ve not had a bad career at 
Ipswich thus far.

I prefer to look at the bigger 
picture with the majority of  Mick 
McCarthy’s signings. Yes, he 

brought in the likes of  Anthony 
Wordsworth, Freddie Veseli and 
Frank Nouble, and these players 
are proof  that Mick has not always 
got it right.

The likes of  Connor Sammon, 
Stephen Hunt and Jay Tabb are not 
always talked of  as being among 
crowd favourites, while we’ve seen 
next to nothing of  Darren 
Ambrose, and even less of  Jack 
Collison.

What they lack in first-team 
appearances though, I’m sure that 
they more than make up for on the 
training ground, and around the 
place in general. There is much 
experience among these players, 

not just at Championship level, but 
Premier League and international 
level too.

Noel Hunt as well as Sean St 
Ledger by the way will bring these 
attributes to the table too. They 
might not be ultimate regulars, they 
may not win permanent contracts, 
but what they will do is bring a bit 
more experience and nous that we 
need to strengthen our position in at 
least the play-off  places.

If  it doesn’t work out, then we can 
say Mick has got it wrong. But let’s 
give them our full support from the 
off. At least it won’t have cost us 
anything to have found out they’re 
not right for us other than in wages 

 � Noel Hunt shields 
the ball from Andre 
Bikey-Amougou at 
Charlton.  
 Photo: PAGEPIX LTD

Hermann was a big H star . . . and don’t forget Harbey
The return of  my A-Z feature 
of  celebrating the watching of  
my 300th different player to 
wear a Town shirt and we are 
now at the letter H…..

I could name a side of  play-
ers that have probably been 
long forgotten in the minds of  
many Town fans and starting 
in goal, there is Jon Hallworth 
who played between the mid to 

late 1980’s period, making his 
debut at Oxford United as 
Town lost 4-3 – John Aldridge 
scoring a hat-trick for Oxford.  
Stephen Henderson was 
another goalkeeper on our 
books not so long ago.

Defenders are harder to 
come by but would include 
Hermann Hreidarsson as well 
as Danny Higginbottom, 

Elliott Hewitt, Tony Humes, 
Dan Harding and how could 
you forget Graham Harbey?

I once won money on him 
scoring a first goal in a game 
which he duly did.

A plethora of  midfielders 
with a surname beginning 
with H include Luke Hyam, 
Stephen Hunt, Alex Henshall, 
Matt Holland, Kevin Horlock, 

Danny Haynes and Colin 
Healy. And to add to these, 
who remembers David Hill, 
Jonathan Hunt, Marco Holster 
or indeed, Lee Hodges?

As for the strikers, David 
Healy and Marlon Harewood 
both started five games. 
Finally, another almost forgot-
ten gem must be Stephen 
‘Bobby’ Howe.

I’ve been enjoying watching 
former Town player Jimmy 
Bullard, pictured, in ‘I’m a 
Celebrity – Get me out of  here’.

It’s not a programme that I 
have normally watched in the 
past but as soon 
as I saw that 
Jimmy was in 
the jungle, I 
knew that I 
had to watch 
it and he’s 
proved enter-
taining so far.

He is of  course 
not the first player to be 
connected to Town and the jungle 
as the legend that is Ray 
Crawford, pictured below, was 
nicknamed ‘Jungle Boy’ having 
earned the nickname after spend-
ing his Army National Service in 
Malaya, south-east Asia.

When you consider that we 
signed Ray for just £6,000, he has 
to go down as one of  our greatest 
signings ever.

Having won back-to back titles 
with us in 1960/61 and 1961/62, 

it’s criminal that he 
won just two 

England caps 
and even 
scored in one 
of  those 
games 
against 

Austria as he 
became the first 

Ipswich player to 
play for England.

He was used sporadically at 
Portsmouth as a winger before 
Sir Alf  Ramsey saw enough in 
him to convert him to a striker 
and his 227 goals in an Ipswich 
Town shirt will never be beaten, I 
would suggest.

Ray was the 
original 
‘Jungle Boy’
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