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Here’s hoping Middlesbrough 
suffer the same fate as Leeds
A 

draw at Bolton 
would not be seen 
as disappointing in 
some quarters, if  it 
was not for the fact 
that a win would have 

taken the Blues to the top of  the 
Championship.  

It was another good point on the 
road that Mick McCarthy often talks 
about, and Bolton are a better side 
these days under Neil Lennon.

Yes, we had our chances, but ulti-
mately, we’re still only a point off  
the top, so there was no real damage 
done. 

The result will become an excel-
lent one if  we are able to win at 
home to Middlesbrough on Saturday. 

With that in mind, here’s a little 
omen for you; Derby lost 2-0 at Leeds 
a few weeks back and the Yorkshire 
club’s next game was at Portman 
Road, the Whites losing 4-1. The 
Rams then lost 2-0 at Middlesbrough 
on Saturday and their hosts are in 
Suffolk on Saturday.  

Moving on, and I’m all for a bit of  
banter when it comes to football, but 
I would never say anything that 
would set me up for a bit of  a fall 
some time later.  

Last week, an Ipswich fan called 
Harry Wainwright discovered 
online that only 11% of  Leeds 
United fans were predicting an 
Ipswich win.  

One Leeds fan was so confident he 
stated that ‘Ipswich are a poor side’.  
That worked out well for him then.

The real comedy gold this season 
though has come courtesy of  our 
friends up the A140. Here is a 
selection of  what five of  our 
East Anglian rivals had to 
say, firstly in mid-September 
and then, at the end of  
November, as selected by 
another Town fan, known 
as “Callis”.

Fan 1 in September: 
“Four successive away 
wins in the league, a 
massive achievement and 

testament to the positive mind-set 
Adams has instilled.”

The same fan in November: 
“Ipswich have spent nothing 

compared to us and are nine 
places ahead of  us.  Yet our 
board insists the right 
management is in place.”

Fan 2 in September: 
“Cardiff  and 

Fulham show just 
what a fantastic 

job David 
McNally, Neil 

Adams 
(pictured) and 
all at Norwich 

have done 
since 

relegation.”
The same fan 

in November: 

“Sack Adams, he’s completely 
useless, amateur defending, no game 
plan.”

Fan 3 in September: “Let’s look 
lovingly at Adams’ investments….

The same fan in November: “If  
he doesn’t go, you have to question 
the board’s ability to make decisions 
for the good of  the club.”

Fan 4 in September: “We’ve got 
our Norwich back, well done Neil 
Adams – well done Sir!”

“Absolutely fed up with this load 
of  rubbish Norwich City.  Something 
needs to give and soon.”

Fan 5 in September: “Neil 
Adams is clearly doing something 
right. Looking like an inspired 
choice by David McNally.”

Fan 5 in November: “Change the 
Manager!”

Last Sunday, I appeared on radio 

Five Live’s ‘606’ programme to high-
light the marvellous job that Mick 
McCarthy has done at Ipswich, 
particularly this season, while the 
station’s twitter feed broadcast a 
message saying: “I think it’s about 
time people sat up and took note of  
the job Mick McCarthy is doing.” 

In response to that ‘606’ tweet, a 
Bolton fan responded with: “Can’t 
wait until you come to the Macron 
and get beaten all over,” (or words to 
that effect) – someone else who was 
a small piece of  eating humble pie 
this weekend no doubt.

� Finally, just a quick shout out to 
legendary Town fan Stuart Vernon 
who went into hospital last week to 
have a tumour removed.  

Stuart, based in Witham, is, and 
has been for many a year, a top Town 
fan.

 � Mick McCarthy (left) and Neil Lennon instruct their teams at the Macron Stadium on Saturday.  Photo: PAGEPIX

As you will know, I have now 
seen 300 different players pull on 
the Blues’ shirt since I started 
watching the team.

As a result, I have since been 
compiling my A-Z which has now 
reached the letter J.

Six J’s to mention and two of  
them are Johnsons. David 
Johnson (right) scored 62 times 
in 158 appearances during the 
late 1990s and early 2000s and 
netted 23 goals in our promotion 

season in 1999/2000.
Gavin Johnson was another 

successful member of  a promo-
tion side, playing 49 games in our 
1991/92 Second Division champi-
onship season before becoming 
Town’s first-ever Premier League 
goalscorer the following season.  

Jimmy Juan will always be 
remembered for his goal at 
Norwich during a loan spell in 
2005, whilst Francis Jeffers 
scored four times in seven starts 

in a short loan spell in 2007. I 
would have liked to have seen 
more of  him if  I’m honest.

The last two can be considered 
something of  forgotten men.

Ian Juryeff  made two substi-
tute appearances on loan from 
Leyton Orient in 1989, while Earl 
Jean made just the one sub 
appearance when coming on for 
Micky Stockwell in a 1-1 draw 
with Stoke at Portman Road on 
December 21, 1996.

Johnson duo played prominent Town roles
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Road where 
Blues play 
was built in 
about 1850 

Last week, I 
wrote about 
how I came 

across a 
Portman Road 
on my recent 
trip to 
Bournemouth.  

I went on to 
talk about 

Ipswich’s Portman Road, 
explaining that ‘Port men’ 
were dockers who, in our 
own case, worked at Ipswich 
Docks, which, in its day, was 
one of  the most thriving in 
the area.  

The road had a string of  
houses where the dockers 
lived and borne from this 
was the name ‘Portman 
Road’. 

Since writing that, I have 
had a message from Michael 
Stone, who gave me a differ-
ent explanation.

‘Ipswich was granted its 
charter in the reign of  King 
John [1200], earlier than 
Magna Carta’, explains 
Michael.

‘The first official meeting 
of  burgesses was held that 
year in the churchyard of  St 
Mary Tower. They elected a 
pair of  bailiffs (equivalent to 
a mayor) and resolved that 
there should be 12 portmen, 
as there were in the other 
free boroughs of  England.  

‘At the second session, they 
elected reps from the 
parishes to act as a commit-
tee and they chose the first 
12 portmen (equivalent to 
aldermen).

‘The Corporation marsh 
was later named Portmans’ 
Meadow, and appears in the 
records over the centuries 
because in times of  financial 
difficulty, it was mortgaged 
by the Corporation.  

‘It is, of  course, the 
marshy state of  the original 
ground that is the basis of  
the fine turf  of  the present 
pitch.  

‘I think it was the port-
men’s privileges which led to 
the name Portmans’ Walk.  

‘Portman Road was not 
constructed until about 1850 
and took its name from those 
much earlier names’.

So there we have it.  
Another explanation as to 
how Portman Road came 
about. Thanks Michael.  


