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Blues are not No. 1 at Christmas 
. . . but second will do just fine

J
ust when we thought the 
X-Factor was over, Ipswich 
Town showed that they 
had plenty of  it on offer as 
Middlesbrough suffered the 
same fate as Leeds did at 

Portman Road.
Town might not quite be 

Christmas No.1 but boy, second place 
will do just fine thank you very 
much.

I must admit I was in a speculative 
mood on Saturday morning as to 
what to expect come 5pm as I seri-
ously thought that Middlesbrough 
would pose our biggest threat of  the 
season to date. But I should have 
trusted our nine-game unbeaten 
home record against Boro that 
stretches back more than 21 years.

We have a great hold over them at 
Portman Road and in the end, 
another win was as sure as a Grant 
Leadbitter corner failing to beat the 
man at the near post!

But as we’ve put up with a lot of  
mediocrity over the last ten years or 
so, it’s sometimes hard to let the old 
guard down now without expecting 
something to go wrong. 

However, it simply isn’t!
After the recent win at Charlton, 

where I wondered if  it was too early 
to even dare think about the ‘P’ 
word, another three games have now 
passed by and we have continued to 
impress and gain points from what-
ever challenge has been put before 
us. Yet again on Saturday, we had a 
big player missing in Tyrone Mings.

Yet can you honestly say we 
missed him?

No, I don’t think we did and this is 
what our current squad personifies. 
It doesn’t seem to matter which 11 
we put out, it’s the same machine 
that grinds the opposition down and 
along with it there is a sprinkling of  
majestic football that proves that we 
are anything but a team that is all 
hoof-ball, brawn and balderdash that 
some would have you believe.

You only have to see the move that 
led to Jay Tabb’s goal to understand 

my point – in fact with both goals, 
the part that Teddy Bishop played in 
each was superb – that young lad 
will go a long way and I sincerely 
hope that it is with us.

Middlesbrough boss Aitor 
Karanka was gracious in defeat, 
which is something else we have not 
seen too much of  this season from 
opposing managers. He recognised 
the job we did.

I do not think there will be a side 
relishing the thought of  coming to 
Portman Road for the rest of  this 
season.

Back up to second place it is then, 
and to put this in some kind of  
context, it is only the third time we 
have been in the top two of  any 
league on Christmas Day since the 
Sir Bobby Robson era.

The last time was in 2004/05 when 
we were actually Christmas No.1.  

The other time when we were 
second on December 25 was 
in 1998/99.  On both occa-
sions, we finished third.  And 
then just to realise how far 
we’ve come in recent years, 
our last five Christmas Day 
placing’s have been: 9th, 
20th, 19th, 17th and 20th.   

Football matches over the 
festive period is popular 
with many of  us.

There’s something about 
two games in three days 
and is a welcome break for 
those that do not like being stuck in 
doors for the whole festive period.  
So with our game on Boxing Day 
followed up . . . hang on a minute . . . 
there are four days between the 
game at Brentford and our home 
game against Charlton.

I guess this must be the winter 

break that has been called for by a 
few in the game in recent years.

Oh well, I guess we’ll have to find 
something else to do at the weekend.

Merry Christmas to you all and I 
hope Santa brings you exactly what 
you want – he already has for me.

 � Town players celebrate Jay Tabb’s goal on Saturday – much to the delight 
of the home fans, inset  Photo: SARAH LUCY BROWN

 � Blues celebrate winning the Second Division title in 1968. From left, Bill Baxter, 
Ken Hancock, Billy Houghton, John O’Rourke, trainer Sammy Chung, manager Bill 
McGarry, Danny Hegan, Tommy Carroll, Ray Crawford, and Frank Brogan.

O’Rourke proved a great signing for the Town
There are many centre-forwards 
who have signed for Town and gone 
on to prove good business for the 
club and thinking about players that 
played for both Ipswich and 
Middlesbrough leading up to 
Saturday’s game, surely John 
O’Rourke has to be up there as one 
of  the great striker signings for the 
club.

O’Rourke had an excellent season-
and-a-half  at Ayresome Park, 
Middlesbrough, where between 

August 1966 and February 1968, he 
scored 38 goals in 64 games.

Bill McGarry, then manager of  
Ipswich somehow managed to get 
Middlesbrough to part with their 
star striker for what was back then a 
handsome £20,000 fee. 

O’Rourke duly scored 12 goals in 
15 appearances in the latter stages 
of  the 1967/68 season to help Ipswich 
seal the Second Division 
championship.

Two of  his goals came on his 

debut in a 4-2 home win over Cardiff  
City. This came just three days after 
featuring for Ipswich Reserves in a 
4-4 draw away at Plymouth where he 
scored all four goals! In total, the 
Northampton-born player scored 31 
goals for us in 72 appearances before 
moving on to Coventry City in 
November 1969 with Ipswich making 
a £10,000 profit.

O’Rourke scored more goals away 
from home for Town than he did at 
Portman Road.  

Sunday January 4, 2015, will 
see an invasion of  the Blue 
Army upon Southampton as 
5,500 Town fans will take over 
one end of  the St Mary’s 
Stadium.  Let’s hope that we 
can pull off  a result in the FA 
Cup down on the South Coast 
as we’ve not had much luck 
against Southampton in this 
competition.

Our last FA Cup visit there 
in 2010 was a fourth round tie 
and was something of  a shock 
as the Saints were a League 
One side, while we were of  
course a Championship side. 

We fell to a 2-1 defeat. We 
lost a third round home tie 1-0 
in 1999, and January 1991 saw 
my only visit to The Dell.

The Saints were in Division 
One, while we were a Second 
Division side in John Lyall’s 
first season in charge. 

We had stopped at a pub 
en-route which had a car park 
packed with mini buses full 
of  independent travelling 
Town fans.

The atmosphere in that pub 
is still to this day one of  the 
best pre-game atmospheres I 
can remember.

Once in the ground, we 
were packed in like sardines 
and eventually, they had to 
move Southampton fans out 
of  the pen next to us to allow 
us to move over into it.

Jason Dozzell put us ahead 
on ten minutes, before 
Southampton built up a 3-1 
lead thanks to goals from 
Matt Le Tissier (2) and Alan 
Shearer.  Dozzell scored a 
second to set up an exciting 
finish but it wasn’t to be for 
us on the day – and another 
third round defeat in 1961 saw 
us crushed 7-1 away from 
home.

Maybe this time will be our 
year.  

Hoping for 
better luck
at St Mary’s

FullerFlavour Blues fan KARL FULLER with his weekly 
take on Town from the terraces
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